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Kaleidoscope
tugs at
heartstrings
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' Young dancers bring gentle steps to Valley

by Katherine G. Bond
Special 1o the Valley View
DUVALL-—Never have |
opealy cried at a dance per-
formance. Until now. After
days of processiag the
Littleton violence, the April
25th performance by Kalei-

‘dmopcaughlmcbym-

Puumed at Cedarcrest
High School as part of Duvall
Arts Commission’s “Arts
Onstage,” Kaleidoscope's
dancers are aged 7-14, They

drew the audience in with a
vibrant program including
numbers such &8 the whimss-
cal “Munch, Glenk, Yum™
(my kids' favorite), a dance of
dinosaurs made all the more
wonderful by dascer Jeff

Eaton"s quirky facial expees-
: :

“Night Terrors,” choreo-
graphed by direcior Anae
Green Gilbert and the danc-
ers, brought us back to a child-
world peopled with monsters,
where blanket-wiclding shecp-
ers gpoquer their fears,

Another treat was “Una
Belle Dance,” with its stun-
ming meltilevel choreography
by high school senior Dassclle
Paytoa. Gilbert's philosophy
that young peogle are able to
ackicve 2 pvo(auonl bevel

of antistic cxpression has
beought Kaleidos. ope into the
- fonel saodiiake.
These students are peofes-
sional i every sease of the

'Ibc company’s showcase
piece is the moving “Tribute
10 Stephen Biko,” in memory
of the slaia Scuth Africas ac-
tivist. Choreographed by
former company members
Ming Gale and Meclanic
Kanna, the uafolding story
hedd the audience at rapt at-
tention,

Bet the dance that left me
weeping was “Oh, Be Geatle.”
Asse Green Gillbert combined
movement o offer a plea for
peatieness toward all living
things.

As the children moved
downstage 10 the words “Have
you been wounded?,” some
carrying others in thedr arens, |
sat with my son in my lap and
felt the tears come. | ot them.
All week | had beea
asking,"Why ™™ But the chél-
dron, their graceful moticas,
their faces full of feeling,

tapped into a soerow | had not
yet expressed. This is why we
need the arts. They have the
power 1o heal us in ways we
cannot explasn.

That's what dance-and chil-
dren-are capable of doing.

Ia Duvall, the “Ans
Onstage” seasoa contisees
June 13, with Storybook
Theatre's presentation of
“Pinocchio Commedia,” Call
788.9308 10 find out moee.
Tickets are available at Gar-

deas and SunSpaces.




